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Cannon Art Affair
Here is recap of the Passion for the Bastion Cannon Art Affair. What a colourful blast of creativity!

The idea behind the event was that we had our four volunteer artists paint and prepare their respective canvasses for
each of our major sponsors: City of Nanaimo, Hudson’s Bay Company, Sidney Sherman and the Nanaimo Lions Club.
Their creations all looked great going into the event, but when they got blasted with paint; they became something no

one’s ever seen before...cannon art.

By the start of the event, at about 7:45 pm, the crowd started to grow. We had a talented young rock band called Coal
Town get things rolling (thanks to Headliners School of Performing Arts). I’'m sure the music helped draw people to the
plaza. By 8 pm, we had in the neighbourhood of 400 people in attendance, which probably looked pretty good for the

VITV camera that was there filming.

The first cannon art painting was done by Willow Chandler for Mr. Sherman. Our pyrotechnic expert, Robin Box well
from NISA, added a touch of excitement by attaching what’s called a gerb to the wall so that when it was fired sparks

shot 20 feet out from both sides of the painting, making for a very exciting start to the show.

Next on the agenda was the painting for HBC, which was prepared by Patricia Banks and fired by Fred Hoppe of the

Nanaimo Seller’s store. Fred enjoyed it so much he fired it both times.

At this point we had a small troop of Highland dancers from the Brigadoon Dance Academy perform for the crowd. They

have become a regular part of our summer Bastion season, so it was great having them involved.

The third painting was prepared by Derek Rockwood for the Nanaimo Lions Club. He did a painting with the Bastion and
a frontal view of the cannon on it. There was great attendance from the Lions Club with at least 6 members coming to

enjoy the show.

For our next mini intermission, Willow (who you may remember was the organizer of the Bastion Block Party and the

first artist of the night) graced us with a very cool fire dance performance.

And finally, our last painting was prepared for the City of Nanaimo by artist Grad Hoffman. She combined images of City

Hall, the Museum and the Bastion and blasted it with blue paint. We’re very happy with her work also.

Our local MLA, Leonard Krog, was in attendance and apparently was quite impressed with the originality of the event.
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Our finale was pretty interesting to say the least. Debbie Trueman, the museum’s GM, decided we should put one of
our Passion for the Bastion t-shirts on the wall and fire some red paint at it as a memento of the event. The funny part

was that she volunteered her own shirt, which she was wearing at the time, and in a way only women know how, she

managed to slip off the shirt underneath her jacket and hand it over...all done right there in the middle of the crowd!

By 9:30 it was a wrap. The feedback was great, the clean up went fast and smooth, and our volunteers rocked,
especially our cannon volunteers Kevin, Ethan and Brian, who did a great job of looking after the cannons for the event.
And of course, none of this would have happened without our generous sponsors stepping up to the plate in the first
place. Thanks you once again to the City of Nanaimo, Hudson’s Bay Company, Sidney Sharman and the Nanaimo Lions

Club!
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