
ñWith the establishment of 

this building,ò said Dr. Clif-

ford Carl in November of 

1967, ñNanaimo has come of 

age.ò 

This quote from Dr. G. Clif-

ford Carl, director of the Pro-

vincial Museum in Victoria 

and BCôs top museum author-

ity of the time, was in refer-

ence to the official opening of 

the Nanaimo Centennial Mu-

seum on a blustery fall day in 

1967.  

The Nanaimo Centennial Mu-

seum was erected as the offi-

cial commemorative project 

of the City of Nanaimo for 

Canadaôs Centennial. The 

building was designed by 

Nanaimo architects, Barley 

and Weismiller, and the gen-

eral contractor was Span 

Structures & Supplies Ltd. of 

Vancouver. The total cost of 

the Museum building includ-

ing furniture and landscaping 

was $228,000, of which 

$17,800 was contributed by 

the Government of Canada 

and $10,680 by the Govern-

ment of BC in the form of 

Centennial Grants. 

At the time, the key players 

with the Museum project in-

cluded Mayor Peter Maffeo, 

Frank Ney as chairman of the 

Nanaimo Centennial Commit-

tee and Gino Sedola as one of 

the founding Board members. 

ñItôs difficult to believe 35 

years have passed and how 

quickly contemporary be-

comes history,ò says Mr.   

Sedola. ñIôm thankful for the 

foresight and dedication of 

those volunteers who have 

made the Museum such an 

asset to our community.ò 

Throughout 2002, the Mu-

seum will celebrate its 35 year 

milestone with special events 

and features all year long. 

From the official launch of 

our 35th Anniversary celebra-

tions in February, to the An-

tiques Road Show, to free 

Saturdays all year long, to 

Lynn Bowenôs Coal Mine 

Tour, to our much anticipated 

ñUnmentionablesò exhibit, to 

our 35th Anniversary gala 

party in November, we are 

gearing up for one of the best 

yearôs ever at the Museum!. 

Join us! 

Nanaimo District Museum is 

about to embark on a year 

filled with 35th Anniversary 

celebrations. In honour of 

this milestone, the City of 

Nanaimo has declared the 

month of February òMuseum 

Monthó in our community. 

This distinguished declaration 

coincides with the beginning 

of the Museumõs 35th year in 

operation and ties in nicely 

with the numerous 35th An-

niversary events scheduled 

for February. Museum mem-

bers, along with the general 

public, can look forward to 

the excitement of our Chi-

nese New Year event on Feb. 

9th, NDMõs Own Antiques 

Road Show at Country Club 

Centre on Feb. 16th, the 

launch of the Ted Dandy 

Historical Writing Contest 

and the opening of the new-

est feature exhibit, Reshaping 

Memory, Owning History: 

Through the Lens of Japanese 

Canadian Redress on Feb. 23rd.  

As always, we are very grate-

ful for the City of Nanaimoõs 

continued support for      

Museum endeavors.   
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Reshaping Memory, Owning  

History: Through the Lens of 

Japanese Canadian Redress is 

the story of the dreams, hard-

ships, challenges, and diversity 

of Japanese Canadians from 

their first recorded arrival in 

1877 to the present day.  It was 

the inaugural exhibit of the 

Japanese Canadian National 

Museum when it opened in Sep-

tember 2000. 
 

The exhibit draws together a 

variety of elements to tell the 

story of the Nikkei experience. 

Artifacts, archival materials, 

personal quotations and narra-

tive reflections create an evoca-

tive series of personal and re-

flective explorations about 

23,000 Japanese Canadians dur-

ing the internment years. Im-

ages, text and sound are also 

used to develop a portrait of the 

early Issei, the enduring efforts 

of the second generation Nisei 

in the 1920s and 30s, the devas-

tating effects of the internment 

years and the ever-changing 

demographics of the post-war 

period. Information is presented 

in a trilingual format: English, 

French and Japanese. Nanaimo 

is the first stop on a two-year 

national tour. 
 

The Museumôs Spring Break 

Programming this year,  from 

March 19-21, will focus on  

Japanese culture. Call Donna at 

753-1821 for more info. 

Coal Mining in Nanaimo. With 

more than 400 people in atten-

dance for the opening, we 

reached an all-time attendance 

record for any in-house event 

weôve ever staged. 
 

Last summer was a success due 

to the momentum of Celebration 

of Blue, an undertaking focused 

around the Museumôs temporary 

exhibit, All About Blue, which 

saw the Museum working with 

The last 12 months or so have 

become a precedent-setting year 

for Nanaimo District Museum. 

Numbers are up, records have 

been broken and partnerships 

have been formed as we worked 

hard to involve the Museum 

more in the community.  
 

In February, the Museum put 

the finishing touches on perhaps 

the most popular and cherished 

exhibit weôve ever created ï 

the Nanaimo Art Gallery, 

NCCA, Tourism Nanaimo and 

the Port Authority.  
 

The City of Nanaimo was in-

strumental in helping the      

Museum achieve itôs goal this 

year of restoring itsô 1889 loco-

motive ï a project totaling 

$80,000. Thanks to everyone 

who supported our efforts in 

2001! 

NDMõs Winter/Spring Exhibit: February 23 ð May 15, 2002  

NDMõs Year in Review - 2001  

KOORI (Wicker Trunk) 
1928 Minnie Hattori 

Collection 
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bringing history to the forefront 

of the community, we will be 

calling on many of our support-

ers, VIPs, suppliers and history 

buffs to step forward and truly 

express their support for what 

the Museum does for the com-

munity by signing on as a mem-

ber. Becoming a member of 

NDM is affordable; there are 

some great benefits and itôs an 

extremely important element to  

the Museumôs continued suc-

cess.  
 

Benefits Include: 

Free Admission to Museum 

& Bastion 

Notification of Events & 

Openings 

Gift Shop Discounts 

Quarterly Newsletter 

Voting Privileges at AGM 

Over the last five years, 

Nanaimo District Museum has 

set new precedents in many 

areas of the Museumôs opera-

tion. We are very pleased with 

how itôs going and have put in 

place numerous initiatives to 

continue this positive trend. 

There is one area,  however, that 

requires more attentionð

membership 

Museum Looks to Maximize Itõs Membership! 
 

Annual  

Membership  

Rates  

 

Individual - $12 
 

Student/Senior - $8 
 

12 & Under - $5 
 

Family - $30 
 

Business - $30 

Help Us With Our Membership Drive by Asking a Friend to Join!  
Call 753 -1821 Today!  

Jim Miller, with his 
winning entry in 
the Blue Photo 

Contest.  



In a province where resource 

towns come and go, Nanaimo is 

a survivor. When the mines 

closed, grass did not grow in the 

streets, as some predicted, nor 

did miners and merchants pack 

their belongings and leave their 

homes to search for work else-

where. They sought new oppor-

tunities, developed new skills 

and they, and their city, pros-

pered. 
 

In 2003, Nanaimo will be cele-

brating the 150th anniversary of 

the construction of the Bastion 

by the Hudsonôs Bay Company.  

It also presents an opportunity 

for your Museum to reflect on 

the history of the community 

since the last of the big mines 

that were the heart of our com-

munity, closed.  
 

Scheduled to open in 2004, the 

Nanaimo Project is an exhibit 

that will reflect the evolution of 

our community from the 1950s 

to the 1990s. It will feature sig-

nificant events in the commu-

nity such as the opening of Har-

mac, the strategic location that 

created distribution and retail 

opportunities and will highlight 

new industries that provide em-

ployment for your family and 

neighbours. Many people are 

also choosing to live here for 

lifestyle reasons (golf, sailing, 

diving, hiking etc.) and these 

will also be included in the ex-

hibit. 
 

How can you participate?  If 

you have photos (including 

8mm and 16mm film), souve-

nirs, tools, products, stories, 

poems, songs ï you get the idea 

ï we would really love to share 

them with residents and visitors. 

If have something to share, or 

are interested in becoming part 

of the development team, please 

call David Hill-Turner (753-

1821). 

will remember his leadership, 

wisdom and sound advise. He 

was instrumental to the        

Museum taking a more business

- like approach in order to en-

sure a strong future - which is 

perhaps his lasting legacy to the 

Museum. 

As a Nanaimo resident whoôs 

It is with great pride, yet at the 

same time great sadness, that 

we remember one of the cityõs 

premiere historians and promi-

nent members of the Chinese 

community, Mr. Dick Mah. 

As a Life Member and Past 

President of the Nanaimo and 

District Museum Society, we 

family history goes back many 

decades, and even generations, 

Mr. Mah was always available 

to help with history gathering 

for the Museumôs many pro-

jects. And he was always on-

hand for Museum events. 

As we look back, we will miss 

his humor, dedication and pas-

sion for history most of all. 

The Nanaimo Project  

The cottage is actually three 

distinct structures. The original 

building, now the living room 

and bedroom, is an unframed 

plank and batten structure. The 

conventionally framed kitchen 

and utility room are later addi-

tions. 
 

A new interpretation about the 

cottage in the 1914-1918 era is 

being developed. Proposed 

changes include the installation 

of a heating system and convert-

ing the unused utility room into 

an exhibit area. Part of the origi-

nal interior cottage board and 

batten wall will also be exposed. 

Watch for more information 

about the project and volunteer 

opportunities in  ñTimelines.ò 

Tucked into a corner of Piperôs 

Park beside the Museum is a 

small cottage. Measuring just 

369 sq. ft., it was built by York-

shireman Frederick Rowbottom. 

He immigrated to Nanaimo in 

1872 and built the original home 

in 1897 on Farquhar Street. In 

1980 it was declared a Munici-

pal Heritage Site and was relo-

cated to the park.  

Minerõs Cottage Revisited 

Dick Mah Remembered by Joyce Brookbank, President  

Mr. Dick Mah -  
Friend, Historian  
and Champion of  

his  Culture.  

Commercial Street in 
Early Nanaimo. 

Measuring just 369 

sq. feet...the 

Minerôs Cottage 

was declared a 

Municipal Heritage 

Site and was 

relocated to 

Piperôs Park in 

1980. 
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This past fall has been a busy 

one! We now have a balanced 

school program crew of 12 vol-

unteers (from experienced to 

those still on the learning curve) 

who can deliver the three new, 

and one revised, elementary 

school programs. A total of 60 

programs were delivered Octo-

ber to December as well as sev-

eral self-guided groups. Many 

thanks to Bobbi Williamson for 

being there when others were 

not able to!  
 

Welcome to new school volun-

teers: Lorraine Butcher, 

Danica Gregoire*,  Yvonne 

Rasmusson, Theresa Shewan* 

and Tara Stuckey*. (* indi-

cates Malaspina Students) 
 

Many thanks to Pamela Marr 

and Joan Greenhorn for put-

ting their expertise to work de-

livering textile training to teach-

ers for the Provincial Home 

Economics Conference in Octo-

ber as well as for their on-going 

support of our textile collection. 
 

We also welcome two other 

keen and capable Malaspina 

students, Jeanne Burns and 

Kyla McNeil . We obtained both 

students under the Youth Com-

munity Action Program who are 

earning part of their tuition.  
 

We had a wonderful turnout of 

volunteers and visitors for the 

Annual Halloween and Old-

Fashioned Christmas events. If 

you know anyone who wants to 

work with children and their 

parents, events are a great op-

portunity to try it on for size!  
 

Come out on Wed. Feb. 6 at 

9:30 am to noon for General 

Volunteer Orientation. Return-

ing volunteers who have not yet 

attended Donnaôs training are 

invited along with new volun-

teers! Please call Donna at 753-

1821 to confirm your space. 

NDM Volunteer Recognition  

Timelines, we will recognize 

those individuals who have 

given their time and energy 

to the Museum, whether as a 

front desk volunteer, board 

member or hands on helper. 

After all, our Museum is just 

that, OUR Museum! It is the 

VOLUNTEERS who are the 

life blood of the organiza-

tion, who keep it fresh and 

who keep it current. So if 

you know someone who is 

deserving of some extra at-

tention for their efforts, 

please send names to the 

Volunteer Committee via 

Donna Hill. 

 

We salute all those who have 

included a passion for the 

Museum in their life! 

Do you know a volunteer 

who has contributed signifi-

cantly to the Museum over 

the years? We are looking for 

people who are presently 

involved, who were in the 

past but who are not cur-

rently involved, or who may 

have passed on. 
 

Over the next few issues of 

Museum to Feature Dedicated Volunteers  

Come help us make a 
difference at this 
yearõs Annual  

General Meeting!  

It is volunteers who 

are the lifeblood of the 

organization...they 

keep it fresh, they 

keep it current. We 

salute all those whoõve 

included a passion for 

the Museum in their 

life!  

Pamela Mar, one  
of  our many  

dedicated volunteers  
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The Nanaimo and District Museum Society  

invites you to attend its  

35th Annual General Meeting  

Tuesday, March 12 at 7 pm  
 

Join the Museum as it takes a look at last yearõs progress and 

the excitement that lies ahead.  

 

100 Cameron Road  -  753-1821 



Looking back at a very success-

ful 2001 at the Museum, there 

are numerous partners I would 

like to thank.  The City of 

Nanaimo is largely responsible 

for ensuring the long-term fu-

ture of the Museum as we look 

to the next 35 years.  Their sup-

port is invaluable. The BC Arts 

Council is another enduring 

supporter.  The Bastion summer 

program would not exist today, 

or continue to thrive, without 

the Nanaimo Port Authority 

contributions.   
 

The Coastal Community Credit 

Union, together with Quiznoôs 

at Brooks Landing and Manning 

& Kirkhope Barristers, are the 

Museumôs 35th Anniversary 

sponsors.  Thanks to them, we 

can offer free admission on Sat-

urdays this year as a thank you 

to the community.  We hope the 

community responds with much 

needed membership support.  

Also, watch for special events 

every third Saturday of the 

month this year. Another great 

supporter is the Nanaimo Daily 

News which continues to help 

us get the word out through the 

monthly Museum Pages. 
 

We want to thank last yearôs 

sponsors including member 

donors, the Royal Bank, Thrifty 

Foods, Blue Ginger, London 

Drugs, Wilf Hatch, Tourism 

Nanaimo, Coast Bastion Inn, 

NCCA, Country Club Centre, 

Nanaimo Port Authority and 

Nanaimo Art Gallery for help 

with various events.   
 

We look forward to working 

with the Downtown Nanaimo 

Partnership, all of our current 

supporters as well as upcoming 

2002 sponsors and partners that 

will help us with this yearôs 

interpretive projects, the loco-

motive, miners cottage and the 

annual Bastion Summer inter-

pretive program. 

March 14 - Shirley Bateman will 

present a topic as yet undetermined. 

This presentation will be followed 

by the Historical Societyôs Annual 

General Meeting. 

April 11 - Anne Royle will provide 

humorous insight into some colour-

ful local characters in ñRum, Furs, 

The following Historical Society 

events will all take place at 7:30 pm 

at the Bowen Park Recreational 

Complex:  

February 14 - Dr. Stephen   Davies 

will present ñLetters From The 

Warò. Dr. Davies will share corre-

spondence and photographs be-

tween Canadians 

Gunpowder and Life on the Wild 

West Coast.ò 

May 9 - Sid Baker, a former ñhome 

childò and author, will relate his 

experiences through his presenta-

tion ñPacific Home Children.ò 

A short business meeting precedes 

each speaker. 

Our Gratitude... by Debbie Trueman, General Manager  

day items that were used in 

Nanaimoôs Chinatown. The Lee 

collection of over 200 items is 

one of the finest of its kind in 

British Columbia. (Nanaimoôs 

last Chinatown burned down 

September 30, 1960.)  

This gold and black sign with 

carved bat images came from 

China and was mounted on the 

Kong Nam Low House 

(otherwise known as the ñEnd 

Houseò) building in Chinatown. 

The Chinese characters read: 

ñTeahouse on the South Side of 

the Riverò. The carving depicts 

the Chinese good luck wish: 

ñMay the Five Heavenly Rats 

Visit Your Homeò The five 

(lucky number) bats depicted 

are symbols of prosperity. 

Visit our Chinatown Revisited 

exhibit for a more in-depth look 

at Nanaimoôs early Chinese 

community. 

Nanaimo Historical Society Events  

Historical Society    
Presentations are  

Always Free! 

Bill Mills and John 
Ruttan of the Port 

Authority help raise 
money for the  

Bastion Program  
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Edward Hoy Lee was a senior 

and highly respected member of 

the Nanaimo community. His 

support and generosity (for 

more than 25 years) greatly as-

sisted the Museum in the crea-

tion of the Nanaimo Chinatown 

Revisited exhibit.  

Mr. Lee was very keen to dis-

play information and artifacts so 

that future generations could 

understand their past. He de-

voted hours of his time and 

shared much of his personal 

knowledge. He was a key figure 

in acquiring many of the every-

NDMõs Featured Artifact Courtesy of Ed Lee  

Something new in 

each edition of   

Timelines 

Newsletter this 

year will be 

featured artifacts 

from the Museum 

collection. 



 
Win Some Great Prizes in the  

Heritage Trivia Contest!  
 

1. In 2003, what famous historical landmark in 
Nanaimo will reach a major milestone and what is 
that milestone?  

2. What is the significance of Princess Royal Day?  
3. What is the name of Nanaimoôs first mayor?  
4. From 1912-1914, what social unrest did Nanaimo 

become infamous for on a national level?  
5. When did Nanaimoôs last Chinatown burn down? 

 
The submission with the most correct answers wins. In the event of a tie, prize 

winners will be drawn at random from the winning submissions. 

 
1st Place  

$100 Gift Certificate for Museum Gift Shop 
 

2nd Place  
Two One-Year Family Memberships to the 
Museum (One for you, one to give away)  

 

3rd Place  
35th Anniversary T-Shirt 

 

Deadline: Monday, April 1, 2002  
 

Simply send your answers to: Heritage Trivia Contest c/o 
Nanaimo District Museum, 100 Cameron Rd. Nanaimo, BC   

V9R 2X1, or email to mcorbett@nanaimo.ark.com. 

100 Cameron Road 

Nanaimo, BC 

V9R 2X1 

 

35th Anniversary Edition  

Phone: 250-753-1821 

Fax: 250-518-0125 

Email: mcorbett@nanaimo.ark.com 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.nanaimo.museum.bc.ca/ndm 

 

Board of Directors  
 

President - Joyce Brookbank 
Vice-President - John Manning 
Secretary - Marjorie OôCallaghan 
Treasurer - Bruno Dragani 
City Council Rep - Loyd Sherry 

 
 
Lillian Carefoot 
Gordon Reed 
Douglas Petersen 
Rob Fletcher 

Staff  
General Manager - Debbie Trueman 
Curator - David Hill-Turner 
Education Coordinator - Donna Hill 
Display Technician - Richard Slingerland 
Marketing/Bastion Coordinator - Mark Corbett 
Collections Assistant - Dawn Arnott 
Maintenance - Darrell Bell 

Annual Funders  

City of Nanaimo 

Long -time Bastion  

Funders  

35th Anniversary  

Sponsors  

And all of the 
additional Bastion  

Supporters, including the 
Bastion Museum Society, 

which contribute  
every year. 

Our thanks to the community...  
Free Admission Every  

Saturday this Year!  

At Brooks Landing  


